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legislation brought before the House since
being elected to Congress. My record on trade
is clear—I support free trade. This Rule today,
however, is not about trade and I cannot sup-
port moves that undermine our body’s rules
and ideals in the name of expediency and
process. Again, I hope to vote later this year
on legislation granting the President Trade
Promotion Authority and hope House and
Senate negotiators can expeditiously develop
a conference report for which I can soon vote.
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Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Reverend John J. Hurley, OSFS for
his most recent achievements as the Moder-
ator of the Model United Nations Program at
both Father Judge and Northeast Catholic
High Schools located in my Congressional
District. Since January of this year, Fr. Hurley
has been awarded three distinct honors for his
work in advancing the understanding of inter-
national relations on the high school level. He
is truly a beacon of diplomacy and deserves
great acclaim for his dedication to the younger
generation of Americans.

For the second time in the last three years,
The International Relations Association of
Georgetown University has named Fr. John J.
Hurley, OSFS as the National Coach-Moder-
ator of the Year. This award was presented to
Fr. Hurley, OSFS on February 17, 2002 at the
closing ceremonies of the 39th Annual North
American Invitational Model United Nations
Conference (NAIMUN XXXIX). Over 3,000
high school students from three hundred high
schools in the United States of America, Can-
ada, Brazil, Germany, Japan, The Nether-
lands, and Oman participated in NAIMUN
XXXIX.

Additionally, on March 15, 2002, the Middle
States Council for Social Studies awarded its
2001–2002 Distinguished Service Award to Fr.
Hurley, OSFS. In making the presentation,
Frances Warren, award chairperson, noted
Father Hurley’s significant service and support
for the advancement of social studies in the
Middle States area.

On May 4, 2002, the United Nations Asso-
ciation of the United States of America (UNA–
USA) presented its highest award for the best
delegation at its annual International Academic
Competition to a Joint Team of Students from
Northeast Catholic and Father Judge High
Schools. Seven hundred students from around
the globe participated in this international con-
vention at UN Headquarters in New York City,
which was co-hosted by the United Nations
and Columbia University. Fr. Hurley served as
the coach of this team.

Mr. Speaker, what will be next for Fr. Hurley
in the remaining six months of this year? This
noted scholar and advisor has worked tire-
lessly since 1954 in the pursuit of advancing
the awareness and understanding of inter-
national relations. Let it be known that Fr. Hur-
ley’s work in international relations is in addi-
tion to his leadership position as the National
Director of the Foreign Mission of the Oblates
of St. Francis de Sales. Mr. Speaker, I agree

with The Reverend Joseph G. Morrissey’s,
OSFS, the Provincial of the Oblates of St.
Francis de Sales, statement; ‘‘Fr. Hurley is a
positive role model and leader to so many
young men and women in the various schools.
He invites, draws, and attracts them to a
knowledge of world affairs in a Salesian tradi-
tion that will remain with them for the rest of
their days.’’
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Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I have been

blessed with the honor and privilege of rep-
resenting the people of Western New York for
thirty-two years: two in the New York State
Senate, two in the New York State Assembly,
and twenty-eight in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. For eight of my years in the
House, I served as Chairman of the important
Small Business Committee. For the last five
years, I have served as Ranking Democrat on
another major committee of even broader
reach and import, the House Financial Serv-
ices Committee.

I am extremely grateful for the honor the
citizens of Western New York have given to
me and most especially for the trust they have
imparted to me over the course of those thirty-
two years. During all that time, I have tried my
best to serve the people of Western New York
honestly, diligently, faithfully and intelligently
and have worked hard to honor, earn, and de-
serve their trust.

In that span of three decades, I have met
and worked with some of the most talented
and noble men and women in this country. I
shall treasure each and every one of those re-
lationships.

But there comes a time to seek new hori-
zons. And, for me, this is the right time. So I
announce today that I will not be seeking an-
other term in Congress.

I pondered very seriously whether to seek
new horizons in 1992, at the time of the last
redistricting, when my two closest friends in
Congress, Henry Nowak and Matt McHugh,
decided to leave. For many years now, I have
been thinking about what I should do subse-
quent to the 2002 redistricting. I very much
want to see the Democrats regain a majority
in the House. Had the court-imposed plan not
been withdrawn today, I might well have de-
cided to run and be part of that effort.

But I have every confidence that a Demo-
crat will win in the new 28th Congressional
district and there are many talented Demo-
crats who could represent it well: Congress-
woman LOUISE SLAUGHTER, Mayor Bill John-
son of Rochester, Mayor Anthony Masiello of
Buffalo, State Senator Byron Brown, State
Senator Richard Dollinger, many Assembly-
men and women, including Robin
Schimminger, Sam Hoyt, Arthur Eve, Francine
DelMonte, David Gantt. There are others who
are also equally well qualified, including former
Erie County Legislative Chairmen Len Lenihan
and Chuck Swanick, Niagara Falls Council-
man Paul Dyster, Niagara County District At-
torney Matt Murphy, County Legislator Lynn
Marinelli, etc.—the list goes on and on.

Engaging in a contest against other talented
and honorable Democrats such as these is not

something I choose to do. Instead, I choose to
pursue new horizons.

Until this very day, I have been making con-
tingency plans to run, not knowing what the
Court would ultimately decide. And the infor-
mation I have been receiving, including polling
data, has made it clear that I would win both
a primary and a general election. The primary
election because of the historic Democratic
primary voter turnout in Erie, Niagara and Or-
leans Counties, which has always been far
higher than the turnout in Monroe County (ap-
proximately 3 to 1); and the general because
the new 28th has a significant Democratic
voter registration advantage—the first time I
would have had such an advantage.

But winning has never been the issue. The
issue has been whether I wanted to seek new
horizons within the new 28th District by getting
to know and seeking to serve the 410,000 of
the 654,000 residents who would be new con-
stituents for me, or whether I wanted to seek
new horizons elsewhere.

And so this time, this year, I have decided
to pursue those new horizons elsewhere rath-
er than seek re-election. I have no plans to re-
tire. I am doing what so many in this country
now do at my point in life—changing careers.
Whether this career change will take me back
to the law, or a career in social justice, aca-
demia, corporate governance or other public
service, I simply do not know. But I am excited
and enthusiastic at the prospect of exploring
this vast range of new opportunities.

I am pleased to have been able to assist
the citizens of Western New York and to help
our local communities over the past three dec-
ades. While I have decided not to seek an-
other term, I plan to continue working hard on
behalf of my district and country for the bal-
ance of this year and beyond.

I have often been asked why I chose to be
in public service. The answer is simple: there
is no greater satisfaction than to serve one’s
community. I have consistently believed and
said that public service gives one a unique op-
portunity not only to serve one’s fellow citi-
zens, but to be engaged in, and apply one’s
mind and heart to, the great issues of our day,
to be fully involved in the action and passion
of our time. My experience has underscored
that perspective. I am grateful to the citizens
of Western New York for giving me that privi-
lege, and most especially, for the trust they
have placed in me.
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Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Paul Priesz, Principal of Va-
lencia High School which is located in the
Santa Clarita Valley. Recently, the Association
of California School Administrators named him
the top secondary principal in the state of Cali-
fornia.

As June comes to an end and the school
year closes, it is a fitting time to reflect upon
the capable leadership of Dr. Priesz. He was
assigned the formidable responsibility of plan-
ning and opening a new high school and has
been the guiding influence at Valencia High
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